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	College and Career Planning
	Grades 12




	Lesson Title:  Making a Strong Match College Choice

	

	Learning Targets:  I can...

	
· define the three key elements of a strong match college choice: graduation rate, affordability, student supports
· compare graduation rates, analyze affordability, and assess the availability of student success supports for a sample student’s college choices
· compare graduation rates, analyze affordability, and assess the availability of student success supports for my college choices, to make a strong match decision for myself


	Resources/Materials

	· [bookmark: _pp08bxxcaqvi]Student Activity Packet
· [bookmark: _uxx6mz51av8t]Citywide College Match Tool
[bookmark: _4pvrshwxne7d]

	Introduction

	Thinking about your future might seem a little strange, or even scary, right now. That makes sense! Planning for your future is a way to feel hopeful, or a little more normal. This activity will help you take the next steps toward your future, face your fears, and inspire hope! Please do not hesitate to reach out to your college and career, guidance, or advocate counselor if you are experiencing any type of hardship or discomfort. 
This activity is designed to help you make a college choice that is a strong match for you. You’ve done tremendous work to get here, and it is important that you’re thoughtful in making your choice about the next step in your education. This activity will guide you through key steps in your college decision making process, to ensure that you’re choosing a college where you are set up to succeed and earn your degree.
Making a choice about where to attend college is a big decision. It can be complicated and emotional, so please take your time in completing this activity: there’s no need to rush! In fact, the activity is designed to take place over multiple days:
· On Day 1, you’ll learn about graduation rate, affordability, and student success supports as key factors to consider in making a strong match college choice, and you’ll get to use this knowledge as a “peer coach” helping a sample student make their college decision
· On Day 2, you will apply the same learning and skills to your own decision-making process, and you’ll come out of the activity with a detailed note catcher you can use in conversation with your family and your counselor to finalize your college choice.
We wish you the best of luck as you prepare to take this next step and please know: you got this!


	Independent Work, including Checks for Understanding of the Learning Targets

	
LINK TO STUDENT ACTIVITY PACKET


Culminating Task/Exit Ticket


	Great Job! Set up a conference to talk through college choice with your counselor before you submit a commitment. Bring Your College Decision Note Catcher to that conversation, and consider sharing it with your counselor ahead of time. And check out this up-to-date list of colleges that have moved their commitment deposit deadline to June 1!


Schedule your conference now & record the date, time, & format (phone, zoom…) below.

DATE: ____________________ TIME: ____________________ FORMAT: _________________




Additional Resources
Many colleges have extended to a June 1 deadline for final commitment and deposit to secure your college choice. You can use the NACAC College Admissions Status Update Page or this list of colleges with updated commitment deadlines from the Admissions Community Cultivating Equity and Peace Today (ACCEPT) group. 
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